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The Messenger 
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Morningside Baptist Church 
Spartanburg, SC 

We Seek a personal, life-changing relationship with God                                                                 
     through prayer, engaging worship, and Bible teaching.   
We Serve others by modeling the love of Christ  
     through missions and ministry involvement.   
We Share God’s grace through genuine, loving  
     fellowship and discipleship. 

Vacation 

Bible School  

Is Coming! 
 

(Age 3 - Grade 5) 

June 10 - 11 

6:00 - 8:00 P.M. 
 

At Anchored VBS, kids will go on an underwater adventure 
where they will discover that God is faithful! VBS is filled 
with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, 
and touch. Team building games, cool Bible songs,  and 
multisensory Bible adventures are just a few of the                    
activities that help faith flow into real life.  A light supper 
will be provided each night beginning at 5:30 P.M.  

 

Family Celebration - Saturday, June 12 

11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

Families are invited to a day of VBS celebration with lunch, 
bounce houses, popcorn, snow cones, the works!   You don’t 
want to miss this day of fun! 
 

To register for VBS, please contact Laura White at 
lwhite@msidechurch.org by Sunday, May 30 

Calendar of  Events   
1 Youth Fundraiser - Car Wash and Bake   
      Sale - 9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 
 

3 Beautiful Hats Bible Study - 11:30 A.M. 
 

8 Mother’s Day Brunch - 10:00 A.M. 
 

9 Mother’s Day 
 
10 Deacons’ Meeting - 6:30 P.M. 
 

11 Adult Trip to Operation Christmas 
 Child Processing Center - 11:00 A.M. 
 

13  Mside Weekday Preschool Graduation -    
      6:30 P.M. 

 

14 Family Night at Greenville Drive -  
      7:05 P.M. 
 
16 Graduate Recognition Sunday -  
      9:30 A.M. 
 Clarion Sounds Ring During Worship 
 Youth/Parent Summer Update -                      
      11:45 A.M. 
 
21-23 Palmetto Council Boy Scout Campout 
 

23  MSIDE SCOOPS Evangelism Event -  
      3:00 P.M. 
 

27 Hearts and Hands Crafters - 10:00 A.M. 

 
30 Deadline to Register for Vacation Bible       
      School  
 
31 Memorial Day  
 Church Office Closed  

  
 
 

Don’t Miss This                  
Chance to 

Share Your Love 
of Christ with 

Others 
 

Family Mission Trip  
to Myrtle Beach     July 25-30 

You and your entire family still have time to pray about 
“going on mission” to Myrtle Beach.  The team will                   
partner with Impact Ministries to lead backyard Bible clubs 
at Apache Campground, organize a block party, and join in 
other ministries.  Contact Laura White for more information.  

Save These Dates for 
Wednesday Night Training 

June 2, 16, 30              July 7, 21 
5:30-7:30 P.M.      Fellowship Hall 

mailto:lwhite@msidechurch.org


On May 19, 2001 Caroline and I exchanged vows and 
walked out of First Baptist Gaffney as husband and wife, so 
this May 19th we celebrate twenty years of marriage.  As 
we began thinking about this monumental day, we were still                              
experiencing the height of the pandemic, but we hoped and 
prayed that we would be able to do something special to                 
celebrate.  So we planned a cruise during Spring Break— 
with no children—recreating our honeymoon.  Then it was                         
cancelled by the cruise line.  So we booked another cruise                     
scheduled for the family right after school ended; it, too, 
was cancelled.  For a little while, we floundered, wondering 
if we should plan some sort of special anniversary trip.  
Then it hit us: we will never have another twentieth                       
anniversary.  So, we began to prepare, yet again, another 
special anniversary trip. 
  
Friends, some opportunities cannot be repeated.  Special 
events, birthdays, and anniversaries only come once.  When 
they pass, they are past. Certainly these events are                            
important, but some are even more crucial in our lives that 
are not so easily scheduled.  What if we chose not to go to 
church on the day we received Christ?  What if we chose  
on the day we met our spouse not to be at the place where 
we met?  What if we were late to the interview that landed 
us our job?  Like the planting of flowers weeks before they 
bloom, some crucial life events occur because we show up 
at the right moment, in the right place, to do the right things.  
  
The book of Hosea shares an object lesson in God's love for 
His people when we see the prophet Hosea redeem his                
adulterous bride, Gomer.  Just imagine if Gomer had                      
refused to be redeemed in those moments when Hosea was 
willing to take her back.  Would they have had another 
chance?  Hosea 10:12 says, "Sow for yourselves                             
righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow 
ground, for it is the time to seek the Lord, that he may come 
and rain righteousness upon you."  Here God compares our 
lives to a garden plot. We must break up the fallow or wild 
parts of our lives.  Then we need to sow into our lives   
righteousness, presumably by exposing ourselves to God's 
righteousness in His Word.  Finally, that righteous seed 
grows into a harvest of love for God and others.  Let's not 
forget the Lord's part.  If we till and sow, He is ready to               
rain down His blessings to ensure a great harvest.  
  
After the trying times of the pandemic and 2020, I believe 
God is ready to rain down His righteous blessings if we will 
just show up where He is working. With that in mind… 

• Morning Worship is occurring.  Are you being blessed? 

• Sunday School is meeting at church.  Are you ready to 
be blessed?  

• We have begun a new Wednesday Night Schedule                    
beginning at 5:30 P.M.  Are you ready to be blessed? 

• Over the weeks leading up to VBS, our Mside Scoops 
bus will go out into our community to give out ice cream 
and invitations to VBS.  Are you ready to be a blessing? 

• We are planning great things this summer like MFUGE, 
Kids Camp, and our Family Mission trip.  Are you ready 
to bless others? 

 
God wants to rain down His blessings upon us, so now is 
the time to prepare our lives and hearts to receive those 
blessings and experience His harvest! 
 
Pastor Steven 

Letting the Shepherd Lead... 

mside youth 

mside kids 
Missions for Children 
Wednesdays     5:30 P.M. 

Saturday, May 8 

10:00 A.M. - Noon 

Fellowship Hall 

Preschoolers through 5th Graders                    
have invited the special ladies in their lives to celebrate 
Mother’s Day with a delicious brunch, sweet devotion, 
great fellowship, and a fun craft of decorating and planting 
flowers in pots.       

Thrive Bible Study   
Wednesdays  

5:30 P.M.          Youth Room 

Youth  

Fundraiser 
Saturday, May 1  

 
9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

Bring your vehicle(s) for a great wash, and buy some  
yummy baked goods provided by members of the church.  
Proceeds will offset the cost of our youth who are going to 
MFUGE camp in June.  Come support our youth! 

Parents and Youth  
Summer Update 

May 23         11:45 A.M. 
Youth Room  

Saturday, June 19 
11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

Fellowship Hall 

Fathers, we would love for you to join your children for a 
special morning as they celebrate the amazing men in      
their lives!  We will build birdhouses together, enjoy a                      
delicious lunch, and hear an encouraging word from the 
Bible.  Register for this event by contacting Laura White 
at lwhite@msidechurch.org no later than Wednesday,                     
June 2.  Cost:  $5 per child 

Graduate Recognition     
Sunday, May 16 

9:30 A.M. 



 
Scrappy Church 
Small Group Study 
with Jody Welch                           
Wednesdays in May 

5:30 P.M. 

Family Night  

in Greenville 
Fluor Field 

Friday, May 14     
7:05 P.M. 

 
Don’t forget!  

Those who have purchased tickets              
will meet at the ballpark.  

Fireworks will follow the game! 

mside family 

 

Small Group 
Study  

 
with Steven and Caroline Owensby 
Wednesdays in May  5:30 P.M. 

Contact Steven Owensby  

to sign up for this group. 

Pack a Box.  Impact a Life. 
An Awesome Experience! 

Tuesday, May 11 
11:00 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. 

We need fourteen adults to help process Operation 
Christmas Child shoe boxes in Charlotte, NC. You 
must be willing and able to stand for the entire       
packing session (2 1/2 hours) with one fifteen-minute 
break.  Contact Jack Dodds to sign up or to get more 
information.  Cost: $5 for box lunch and bottled            
water 

THE MSIDE SCOOP                          

ICE CREAM BUS IS BACK!! 
Sundays, May 23 and June 6 

3:00 - 5:00 P.M. 
This summer, we will again reach out to several 
neighborhoods in the Spartanburg area. On May 23, 
we will distribute ice cream to families we meet on 
the Hillcrest side of town.   On June 6, we will focus 
on communities closer to the church.  If you would 
like to join us as we connect with others, please                
contact Laura White or Jack Dodds.  

Day Trip to Asheville 
Thursday, June 3   9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 
The beautiful arboretum located in the Appalachian 
Mountains of North Carolina is our destination for 
the day. A limited number of spaces are available,                
so do not delay in signing up with Jack Dodds.  You 
may purchase lunch at the Bent Creek Bistro or bring 
a bag lunch.  Cost:  $5 for transportation 

Morningside will partner with St. John’s Lutheran 
Church to host a Mobile Food Pantry on Wednesday, 
June 23, here at Morningside.  Our church needs 
monetary donations totaling $1,000 or more to                     
ensure we can give each of the fifty families a                   
package of ten chicken breasts.  If you or your class 
would like to donate to this missions effort, please 
see Jack Dodds.  Thank you for your contribution.   

 
Watch for more details coming soon                                 

about volunteering to help with this event 
scheduled for Wednesday, June 23. 

We Need  

$ Donations 

for Our                 

Mobile Food 

Pantry 



Ministers on Call during Weekends 
 

Fridays   Steven Owensby              590-7985  
May 1-2  Jack Dodds              590-8951 
May 7-9  Steven Owensby  590-7985 

May 15-16  Jack Dodds  590-8951  

May 22-23  Laura White            828-447-2175 
May 28-30  Steven Owensby              590-7985

Ministers - All Members of the Congregation 
Steven Owensby, Senior Pastor (Ext. 3)……………………………..sowensby@msidechurch.org 
Jack Dodds, Associate Pastor (Ext. 6) ..................................................... jdodds@msidechurch.org 
Laura White, Associate Pastor (Ext. 4).................................................... lwhite@msidechurch.org 
Robert Mitchell, Worship Minister (Ext.5) ......................................... rmitchell@msidechurch.org 
Connor Bastin, Youth Minister (Ext. 8) ................................................. cbastin@msidechurch.org 
Paula Joye, Organist ..................................................................................... paulajoye@charter.net 
Gail Medlin, Pianist ................................................................................... ggmedlin@wildblue.net 
John Kelly, Finance (Ext. 7) ..................................................................... jkelly@msidechurch.org 
Robin Kelly, Finance (Ext. 7) ................................................................... rkelly@msidechurch.org 
Linda Alverson, Membership (Ext. 1) ................................................. lalverson@msidechurch.org 
Kathy Green, Communications (Ext. 2) .................................................. kgreen@msidechurch.org 
Tammy Gillespie, Media Specialist ..................................................... tgillespie@msidechurch.org 

Mside Weekday  
Preschool 

 
Ashley Searcy 

Director   
 

Office:  (864) 585-5424 
Email: msidepreschool@msidechurch.org 

 

MORNINGSIDE THE MESSENGER 
(USPS 363-420) is published monthly by the Morningside 
Baptist Church. Periodical postage paid at Spartanburg, SC. 
Postmaster, send address changes to  

The Morningside Messenger 
897 South Pine Street 

Spartanburg, SC 29302 

Morningside Baptist Church 
897 South Pine Street 

Spartanburg, South Carolina 29302 
Rev. Dr. Steven R. Owensby, Pastor 

 
Office: (864) 585-5457   Fax: (864) 585-6217 

Website:  www.msidechurch.org 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  

8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. 

Thank You Notes for Your Prayers  
and Support Received from 

 
Linda Clamp 

Cowpens First Baptist Church 
Maurice and Julia Pace 
Ross and Lib Sessoms 

Covid - 19 Recommended Guidelines  
The Deacons and Staff ask you to observe the following:  

 Practice all social distancing guidelines.  Some class                              
locations have been changed to accommodate this guideline.   

 Place your offering in the baskets located at the entrances to 
and exits from the Sanctuary.  

 Follow instructions provided by the Staff on exiting the 
Sanctuary after Sunday worship services. 

 Wear a facemask. 

 Stay home if you have a fever, cough, sore throat, or if you  
have had any suspected contact with the virus. 

 
We have resumed in-person worship services and Bible Study.   
If a person who attends on Sunday morning tests positive for  
Covid-19, the church family will be alerted. 

Hospital/Homebound Visits 
During the Corona-virus pandemic, our 
Staff has not been making in-person              
visits to the  hospital or homes unless 
requested by the patient or family.  We 
continue calling to check on the                                      
condition of individuals who are ill.  

Please be aware of the Regional’s Healthcare System’s policy: 
“Patients at Spartanburg Regional’s hospitals will be allowed one 
visitor per patient.”  Any visitor would preclude a family member 
from seeing their loved one  that day. 

 

Sympathy Extended to… 
 

… Betty Joyce Donald and family in the death of her                        
husband, Jerry, April 19 in Spartanburg, South Carolina. 


