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We Seek a personal, life-changing relationship with God                                                                 
     through prayer, engaging worship, and Bible teaching.   
We Serve others by modeling the love of Christ  
     through missions and ministry involvement.   
We Share God’s grace through genuine, loving  
     fellowship and discipleship. 

Maundy Thursday  
April 1 at 6:00 P.M.              

Worship with us during The Service  
of Shadows, (tenebrae in Latin).  Our 
Morningside Ensemble will present a 
traditional observance that has been 
practiced in churches for centuries on 
any of the last three days of Holy 

Week. Candles, lit at the beginning of the service, are extinguished at points 
indicated in scriptural readings that tell the story of the events leading up  to 
Jesus’ trial, crucifixion, and burial.  The extinguished candles symbolize the 
world growing darker at each point in the story. This service depicts Jesus’ 
ultimate sacrifice.  Everyone will leave the service in silence,                     
contemplating these events in our hearts. 

 

Good Friday  
April 2  

     On Good Friday, which is the most  
     solemn day of the church year, we              
     remember the agony our Lord and         
     Savior endured as He was beaten,  
     mocked, and crucified on the cruel  
     cross of Golgotha. We invite members 

to drive under the covered portico at the back of the church between 12:00 - 
1:00 P.M. or 5:00 - 6:00 P.M. to receive an individual package containing 
the elements of The Lord’s Supper.  The Pastoral Staff will have prayer with 
you at your vehicle. 
 

Easter Sunday  
April 4  9:00 A.M.  

Hallelujah!    
Christ has risen!  

    The flowering cross represents the   
     transition from Good Friday to Easter,   
     from meditation on Jesus' death to  
     joyful celebration of His resurrection. 

The ceremony transforms a barren cross into an Easter symbol. Covered 
with fresh, living flowers, it serves not only as an emblem of Jesus'                              
resurrection, but also as the continuing presence of Christ among today's 
Christians.  Please gather on the front lawn at 9:00 A.M.  After a time of 
reflection and music, each member will place a flower on the cross before 
entering the Sanctuary.  You may also add flowers from your garden to the 
cross.   
During our Worship Service, beginning at regular time, we will celebrate 
Christ’s resurrection with triumphant music, an Easter message of hope,   
and the Ordinance of Baptism.  Due to Covid restrictions and the possibility 
of larger numbers of attendees, an overflow will view the service online in 
the Fellowship Hall.  

Calendar of  Events   
1  Maundy Thursday - 6:00 P.M. 
 
2 Good Friday Observance of The Lord’s 
      Supper - 12:00 - 1:00 P.M. and                        
      5:00 - 6:00 P.M. 
 
4 Resurrection Sunday  
      “Son Rise” Service - 9:00 A.M. 
      Morning Worship Service - 9:30 A.M. 
      MFUGE Deposit Due 
      No Clarion Sounds Rehearsal 
 
5 - 9 Public School Spring Break 
 
5  Easter Monday - Church Office Closed 
 
7  No Wednesday Night Activities 
 
11 Deadline to Register for Children’s              
      Happy Cow Trip 
 Deadline to Register for Family Missions 
      Night 
 
12  Deacons’ Meeting - 6:30 P.M. 
 
14  Family Missions Night - 6:00 P.M. 
 
17 Children’s Trip to Happy Cow  
      Creamery - 9:30 A.M. 
 
18  Deadline to Register and Pay Deposit for 

      Children’s Summer Camp  
 
20 Stampin’ Up - 10:00 A.M.       
  
21 Parent Connect Small Group - 5:30 P.M. 
 Scrappy Church Small Group - 6:00 P.M. 
 
22 Hearts and Hands Crafters - 10:00 A.M. 
 
24 Youth Spring Retreat - 5:00 P.M. 
 
25  Deadline to Register for the Mother’s     

      Day Brunch 
 Deadline to Register for Greenville Drive 
 
28 Youth MFUGE Payment Due  

“He is                  
risen!   

He is risen, 
indeed!” 

 



This year I discovered a new feature on my phone that I 
previously had not encountered. Every week Apple Music 
puts together four different playlists of songs that draw from 
the music that listeners have previously liked and selected. 
A "Get-up Mix” helps with getting the day started while the 
"Chill Mix" helps with unwinding after stressful activities. 
The "Favorites Mix" picks those songs people listen to 
most.  Finally, the "New Music Mix” introduces songs  
similar to those previously liked, but have just been                   
released.  
 
I bring this feature up because over this year, Apple Music 
has introduced me to groups and genres of music that have 
not been a part of my conversation. I have really enjoyed 
discussing this new topic with others. When I wake up on 
Mondays, I want to immediately check to see what music is 
in the "Get-up Mix.”  In many ways, I await the new 
playlists in the same way that I await a vacation or special 
treat. It amazes me that this app can discern my tastes and 
offer me music that sounds as though it should have been 
playing on my radio forever. 
 
This experience reminds me of the sorts of conversations 
that I had in my life with those who mentored me in my 
faith. Rarely did I know or anticipate what we would talk 
about, but often I anticipated those conversations with great 
joy. We talked about the Bible, in everyday ways that 
would allow me to see how the Spirit of God wanted the 
Scriptures to fit into my life. I really believe that worship, 
Sunday School, Deacons’ Meetings—really anything we do 
in church—should offer opportunities to allow the Holy 
Spirit to help us apply the Scriptures to life.  
 
Isaiah 55:11 says, "So shall my Word be that goes out from 
my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall              
accomplish that which I purpose and shall succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it." That passage tells us, by                        
implication, that God's Word is more powerful than any  
Apple app. God’s Word knows more about our tastes and 
needs than we could ever know. When we encounter God's 
Word—whether in a Sunday sermon, a weekday devotion, 
or a conversation with fellow believers—we should expect  
that encounter to have a powerful impact.  It will                               
accomplish God's purpose and plans for our lives. 
 
Perhaps with the declining COVID numbers and                          
increasing vaccinations, it is time for us to welcome more 
opportunities to allow the Holy Spirit to use Scripture to 
impact our lives. As we look to Easter this year, certainly 
we hope and pray that many more will join us for                      
Resurrection Sunday Worship. I encourage you to also             
consider attending Sunday School if you have not already 
done so. Perhaps a Wednesday night small group would 
appeal to you; Parent Connect offers advice to those who 
would like help in rearing their children while Scrappy 
Church challenges participants to think about how our 
church can fare better after Covid than it did before the  
pandemic hit. Mside children and youth also have many                              
opportunities to learn about missions and to grow through 
Bible study. Our music ministry will be happy to include 
those of you with an interest in singing God’s Word during 
worship.  

Find a way to get excited about God's Word  
and what the Spirit can do in your life!  

Pastor Steven 

Letting the Shepherd Lead... 

 Family                            

Missions Night 
Wednesday, April 14  

You and your family are invited to 
meet us at 5:15 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall for a pizza  
dinner.  Then from 5:45-7:00 P.M., we will get involved in 
some unique missions opportunities.  Please register with 
Laura White by e-mail at lwhite@msidechurch.org.  You 
may also call her (864-585-5457, Ext. 4) or the Church  
Office (Ext. 1) no later than Sunday, April 11. 

mside youth 

  

MFUGE Camp 
Ridgecrest  
June 24 - 28  

 
Join us for MFUGE Camp as we discover how to dwell 
with God, rest in His presence, push past distractions, and 
focus on His peace. Spending time with the Lord changes 
everything! Students will have a fun-filled week of  
spiritual growth with worship, Bible study, and service in 
the surrounding areas of Ridgecrest, North Carolina.   

April 4:  Non-refundable deposit of $50 due  
April 28:  First payment of $60 due 

 

Spring Retreat at Morningside 
Saturday, April 24         5:00 - 9:00 P.M. 

Our retreat includes dinner, games, biblical teaching, and 
discussion.  Contact Connor Bastin for more details. 

Thrive Bible Study   
Wednesdays April 21, 28   

6:00 P.M.  

mside family 

  

 
 
 

Wednesdays, April 21 - May 26 
5:30 P.M. in Fellowship Hall 

Parent Connect is a time for parents of preschoolers,                     
children, and youth to connect and fellowship as they share 
a meal and discuss relevant topics about childrearing.                
Steven and Caroline Owensby will lead the class.  If you 
have any questions or if you would like to register for this 
small group, please contact Laura White by e-mail at 
lwhite@msidechurch.org.  



It’s a Branson Extravaganza! 
October 11 - 16 

Senior adults, we are embarking on an action-packed trip 
to  Branson, Missouri, known for its entertaining shows 
and one-of-a-kind restaurants!  Highlights include 
 Lambert’s Café - home of the “Throwed Rolls,” 
 Production of “Jesus” at the Sight and Sound Theatre, 
 Branson Craft Mall and lunch at Pickin’ Porch Grill, 
 Variety Show - Clay Cooper’s Country Music                     

Express, 
 College of the Ozarks, Ralph Foster Museum, Dick’s 

5&10, an afternoon matinee performance in Branson, 
dinner at Catfish Cabin, and an evening of hilarious                 
comedy, gospel music, and country songs at Presley’s 
Country Jubilee.  

Meals include five continental breakfasts, two lunches, 
and two dinners. 
Pick up a flyer containing more details about the cost and                  
itinerary from the mailbox outside Jack Dodd’s office. 

mside family 
Scrappy Church 

Small Group Study                          
Wednesday, April 21 

Thom Rainer, president and CEO 
of Lifeway Christian Resources, 
has heard statements of despair, 
hopelessness, and defeat                     
thousands of times from church 
members.  Rainer looks at                   
characteristics of a scrappy church—one that is                         
disorganized and incomplete and helps churches escape 
this mediocrity and make a difference in the community 
and world.  The study begins Wednesday, April 21 in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Fifteen slots are available. You may 
sign up in the Welcome Center or contact Jody Welch, 
facilitator, (864-316-5714) for more details.   

mside kids 

Missions for Children 
Wednesdays April 21, 28  

6:00 P.M. 

Day Trip to Pelzer  

Happy Cow Creamery  
Saturday, April 17 

9:30 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 
Our children will tour the farm and enjoy 
some fresh ice cream.  Be sure to bring a bag lunch.  The 
cost is $5.00 per person.  Register with Laura White by                     
e-mail (lwhite@msidechurch.org) no later than Sunday, 
April 11.  

 

The Anchor in Mill Springs, NC 
Children who have completed Grade 2 - Grade 5 are                     
encouraged to join us this summer for Mside Kids Camp.  
A non-refundable $50 deposit is due Sunday, April 18. 
Total Cost:  $100 per child 

IS  
COMING! 

July 11-14 

Saturday, May 8 

10:00 A.M. - Noon 

Preschoolers through 5th Graders are invited to bring the 
special ladies in their lives to celebrate Mother’s Day with 
a delicious brunch, sweet devotion, great fellowship, and   
a fun craft.  Cost:  $5 per child 
Please register no later than Sunday, April 25 by                             
contacting Laura White at lwhite@msidechurch.org.   

Family Night  

at Flour Field 
Friday, May 14 

Bring the family out for a fun-
filled evening of baseball, 
fireworks, and fellowship.  

Meet us at Flour Field for the game that begins at  
7:05 P.M.  Contact Laura White to reserve your family 
tickets by Sunday, April 25.   Cost: $10 per ticket 



Ministers on Call during Weekends 
 

Fridays   Steven Owensby              590-7985  
April 3-4  Laura White       828-447-2175 
April 10-11  Jack Dodds  590-8951 

April 16-18  Steven Owensby  590-7985 

April 24-25  Jack Dodds  590-8951 

May 1-2  Laura White            828-447-2175

Ministers - All Members of the Congregation 
Steven Owensby, Senior Pastor (Ext. 3)……………………………..sowensby@msidechurch.org 
Jack Dodds, Associate Pastor (Ext. 6) ..................................................... jdodds@msidechurch.org 
Laura White, Associate Pastor (Ext. 4).................................................... lwhite@msidechurch.org 
Robert Mitchell, Worship Minister (Ext.5) ......................................... rmitchell@msidechurch.org 
Connor Bastin, Interim Youth Minister (Ext. 8) ..................................... cbastin@msidechurch.org 
Paula Joye, Organist ..................................................................................... paulajoye@charter.net 
Gail Medlin, Pianist ................................................................................... ggmedlin@wildblue.net 
John Kelly, Finance (Ext. 7) ..................................................................... jkelly@msidechurch.org 
Robin Kelly, Finance (Ext. 7) ................................................................... rkelly@msidechurch.org 
Linda Alverson, Membership (Ext. 1) ................................................. lalverson@msidechurch.org 
Kathy Green, Communications (Ext. 2) .................................................. kgreen@msidechurch.org 
Tammy Gillespie, Media Specialist ..................................................... tgillespie@msidechurch.org 

Mside Weekday  
Preschool 

 
Ashley Searcy 

Interim Director   
 

Office:  (864) 585-5424 
Email:  msidepreschool@msidechurch.org 

Sympathy Extended to 
… Shelby Wood and family in the death of her mother-in-law, 
Martha Faircloth on February 28 in Spartanburg, South                     
Carolina.  
… Ralph and Gail Boney and family in the death of Gail’s                      
brother-in-law, Carroll Belcher, on March 8 in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina.   
… Jimmy Johnson and Etta Hildago and families in the death                    
of their sister, Derenda Foster, on March 4 in Inman, South                      
Carolina.  
… Richard and Rita Wood and family in the death of Rita’s 
brother, Wesley Biggerstaff, on March 5 in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina.  
… Pam Jackson and family in the death of her mother, Janice 
Bishop, on March 5 in Spartanburg, South Carolina.  
… Jim and Janice Poole and family in the death of Jim’s sister, 
Jackie Herlong, on March 20 in Simpsonville, South Carolina.  
… Family and friends in the death of Howard Toole on March 19 
in Greer, South Carolina.   
… Family and friends in the death of Vernon Rowland on March 
19 in Spartanburg, South Carolina 
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Baptist Church. Periodical postage paid at Spartanburg, SC. 
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The Morningside Messenger 
897 South Pine Street 

Spartanburg, SC 29302 

Morningside Baptist Church 
897 South Pine Street 

Spartanburg, South Carolina 29302 
Rev. Dr. Steven R. Owensby, Pastor 

 
Office: (864) 585-5457   Fax: (864) 585-6217 

Website:  www.msidechurch.org 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  

8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. 

Thank You Notes for Your Prayers  
and Support Received from 

 
Lila Anthony 

Shirley Bodnar  
Neill and Becky Jones 

Shelby Wood 
WMU Foundation Vision Fund 

Covid - 19 Recommended Guidelines  
The Deacons and Staff ask you to observe the following:  

 Practice all social distancing guidelines.  Some class                              
locations have been changed to accommodate this guideline.   

 Place your offering in the baskets located at the entrances to 
and exits from the Sanctuary.  

 Follow instructions provided by the Staff on exiting the 
Sanctuary after Sunday worship services. 

 Wear a facemask. 

 Stay home if you have a fever, cough, sore throat, or if you  
have had any suspected contact with the virus. 

 
We have resumed in-person worship services and Bible Study.   
If a person who attends on Sunday morning tests positive for  
Covid-19, the church family will be alerted. 

Hospital/Homebound Visits 
During the Corona-virus pandemic, our 
Staff has not been making in-person              
visits to the  hospital or homes unless 
requested by the patient or family.  We 
continue calling to check on the                                      
condition of individuals who are ill.  

Please be aware of the Regional’s Healthcare System’s policy: 
“Patients at Spartanburg Regional’s hospitals will be allowed one 
visitor per patient.”  Any visitor would preclude a family member 
from seeing their loved one  that day. 

 


